30 September
the advance of the insurgents to Toledo. The situation is grim.
The difficulty of food-supplies has increased. The only railway
communication left open is that from Madrid to Valencia, and
the insurgents are within twenty miles of it. All available forces
are being hurried south-west. "Rifles to the front" is a slogan
repeated in the Labour Press, but not adequately obeyed.
When manoeuvring qualities are demanded of the militia, their
lack of training becomes painfully evident. Another cause of
depression is the increase in the insurgent aircraft. Daily
executions continue. The bodies of two murdered women have
been added to the morgue—both wives of distinguished men.
Clandestine courts continue to function. It is still enough for
the accused to be a nobleman or a priest to be condemned to
death. The dead are sometimes photographed and their relatives
advised where to find the bodies.
The new Spanish Cabinet has bent all its energies to meet
the advancing insurgent forces and to introduce order into a
situation that was rapidly slipping towards chaos in the hands
of the outpaced "pure Republican" mandatories of the Frente
Popular. The difficulty of the task is shown in the fact that of
forty-nine provinces only eighteen may be counted as entirely
loyal to the Government. The Government is obliged to draw
on the gold reserve for its finances. General Mola is said to be
financed by forced levies, the millions of Senor March, the
tobacco king, and the funds of the Jesuits. Staple foods come
from regions under insurgent control. Economic redistribution
and production become a factor essential to victory.
It has never been properly understood that the practical
effect of the arms embargo is to prevent the Government from
rearming, whilst the insurgents have continued to receive sup-
plies of arms, especially of aeroplanes. The Republic of Workers
declares that Europe has in this matter been "unworthy of
herself."
the franc bill passed
The Franc Devaluation Bill was passed by the French
Government. The Bill provides for the prevention of unjusti-
fied increases in prices on the pretext of devaluation. The
Government may also cause a revision of the prices of agricul-
tural produce which is subject to taxation.
censorship in australia
Mr. Aldous Huxley's new novel, Eyeless in Gaza, has been
impounded at Melbourne pending examination by the Book
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